Mode of Delivery in Stillbirth, 1995-2004.
There are no national reports on the mode of delivery in pregnancies that end in stillbirth. We aimed at analyzing the cesarean delivery rates in pregnancies resulting in stillbirth over a 10-year period in the United States. This was a retrospective analysis evaluating data from the 1995 to 2004 US linked live birth-infant death files reported by the National Center for Health Statistics to examine the cesarean delivery rates in singleton pregnancies with and without stillbirth. There were 39 797 616 singleton births registered in the database after the 20th week of gestation. During the study period, there were 243 979 stillbirths (0.61 per 100). Significant differences in stillbirths were noted in the African American population, nonmarried patients, in mothers who smoked, and at the extremes of the patients reproductive age (P < .01). The overall cesarean delivery rate in liveborn was 23.54% (9 309 961 cases) and 10.5% in stillbirth (25 558 cases; P < .01). The rate of cesarean delivery increased in liveborn (from 20.8% in 1995 to 28.9% in 2004; 28% overall increase) and in stillbirth (9.5% in 1995 to 11.23% in 2004; 15% overall increase). The rates of primary and repeat cesarean operations increased with gestational age in the stillbirth group. This pattern was not observed in the liveborn group. This analysis indicates that the cesarean delivery rates increased both in liveborn and in stillbirth from 1995 to 2004. This epidemiological observation deserves new clinical investigations to understand the clinical reasons, driving this obstetrical practice and the financial and societal impact that it portends.